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SERMON. 

Isaiah Ixiv. 11. 

* Our holy and <mr hemuifid homey where our fathen 

praieed thee^ is humed up with fire ; and all cur plea- 
iani placet are laid waste,' 

* God is a Spirit, and they that worship him must wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth/ As the world was 
created hj his power, and as it is preserved by his pro- 
vidence, there is no place throughout his vast dominions 
in which his glory may not be seen, and in which his 
devout servants may not present to him the tribute of 
praise. Nevertheless, it is a sentiment congenial to the 
human mind, and it appears to have been the case from 
the beginning of the world, that particular places should 
be appropriated for the solemn duties of public worship. 
Even in paradise, it is more than probable that there 
was some sacred spot where Adam presented himself 
before the Lord; and, after his expulsion from this 
blessed r^on, that his sons had whither to bring their 
offerings and sacrifices. Both before and after the flood, 
we read of mountains and groves being employed for 
religious uses ; and the conduct of Jacob at Bethel, in 
■this respect, is well known. While the Israelites so- 
journed in the wilderness, where they had no fixed set- 
tlements, they had, by the command of God, a taber<^ 
nacle or tent, partly to be a palace of bis presence as 
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the King of Israel, and partly to be the medium of the 
most solemn public worship which the people were to 
pay to him. This religious house was so constructed as 
to be taken to pieces and put together at pleasure, for 
the convenience of carrying it from place to place. It 
may not be improper to observe, that the materials of 
the tabernacle were provided by the people ; every one 
brought his oblation, according to his ability; some 
offered gold, others silver, brass, and shittim wood ; 
"While the offerings of those in humble station, consisted 
Df yam, fine linen, goats-hair, and skins. Nor were 
the women backward in contributing to the work, for 
they willingly brought their bracelets, ear-rings, and 
other ornaments ; and such of them as were skilful in 
spinning, made yam and thread. Indeed, such was the 
" Uberality of the people on this occasion, that Moses was 
obliged by proclamation to forbid any more offerings, 
and to check their excessive zeal for the service. 

Such conduct of theirs is worthy of our consideratioa 
bk our present circumstances, and to which I shall again 
refer. 

The inside of the tabernacle was divided by a veU, 
which separated the holy place from the holy of holies ; 
into which latter place none but the high-priest was 
permitted to enter. Here was contained the ark of the 
covenant, which was a small chest made of shittim*- 
wood, overlaid with gold, into which were put the two 
tables of the law, with the pot of msnna, and Aaron's 
rod that budded. The covering of the ark was wholly 
t>f solid gold, and called the mercy-seat. Heire the 
"Shechinah, or visible symbol of the Divine presence 
Tested, and was seen in the appearance of a cloud. Froiq 
tbis place the divine oracles were delivered in an audible 
voice, as often as Jehovah was consulted on behalf of 
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his people ; and thus it is that God is said in Scripture 
to dwell between the cherubim. When the tabernacle 
was finished, it was consecrated, with all its furniture, 
by being anointed with a peculiar oil, which God gave 
directions to prepare for the purpose ; after which he 
made his people sensible of his special presence therein, 
by covering it with a cloud, which overshadowed it by 
day, and which gave light by night as if it had been 
fire, and by giving answers from the ark when consulted 
by the high-priest. The tabernacle was carried by the 
Israelites from place to place, until they arrived at the 
land of Canaan. When they came to the river Jordan, 
over which they were to pass, the priests that bore the 
ark of the covenant were commanded to go first, on 
which occasion an immediate miracle was wrought. 
When Jericho was maintaining a hostile position, the 
ark was commanded to be carried seven times round 
the city, after which its walls fell, and it was taken by 
the Israelites. In one of their encounters with the 
Philistines, the ark of the Lord was taken, and carried 
to Ashdod, and placed in the temple of their idol, Dagoa. 
At this time the wrath of God was manifested against 
the Philistines, and at last the ark was sent back to the 
Isradites, with an offeriqg of gold and jewels, as an 
atonement for their sins. In course of time, it was 
brought with great solemnity into that part of Jeru- 
salem called the city of David, where it remained till 
it was removed and placed in that temple which was 
built by Solomon. 

The temple built by David's son, superb and magni- 
ficent as indeed it was, retained its grandeur only about 
thirty-four years, when Jerusalem was taken, and the 
treasures of the temple spoiled, and carried away to 
Babylon, — ^in which country the children of Israel con- 



tinned in a state of captivity for the long pmod dt 
seventy years ; their sufierings were now great, but, to 
their praise be it said, that the subject which seemed 
chiefly to distress their minds, was their want of the 
ordinances of religion. In Babylon, their thoughts ran 
involuntarily to the land of their fathers, and their sen- 
timents are tenderly described by the psalmist David : — 
' By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down ; yea, 
we wept when we remembered Zion. We hanged our 
harps upon the willows, in the midst thereof. For 
there they that carried us away captive required of us a 
song ; and they that wasted us^ required of us mirth, 
saying, sing us one of the songs of Zion. How shaU 
we sing the Lord's song in a strange land ! ' And then^ 
with a degree of enthusiasm approaching to ecstacy, 
they exclaim, ^ If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my 
right hand forget her cunning ; if I do not remember 
thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if 
I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.' 

After the children of Israel had long been made to know 
the worth of public religion by the want of it, the mercy 
of God interposed in their behalf. The Lord stirred up 
the spirit of Cyrus, who^ by proclamation, permitted 
them to return to their own country, and to rebuild the 
city and temple of Jerusalem ; which latter work was 
accomplished after many difficulties by ZerubbabeL 
Notwithstanding the wealth that was expended to adorn 
the house of God, the fabric was vastly inferior to 80^ 
lemon's temple ; and accordingly we read, ' that many 
of the priests and Levites, and chief of the fathers, who 
were ancient men that had seen the first house, when 
the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, 
wept with a loud voice.' To encourage them to perse- 
vere in building the House of the Lord, it was promised 
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by the prophet Haggai, ^ that the glory of the latter 
house should be greater than the gkny of the former 
house/ and that it should be honoured with the pre« 
sence ' of the Desire of all nations,'-<-attd so it was. In 
that temple Jesus taught the doctrines of salvation, and ' 
wrought miracles ; he declared that, in a spiritual sense, 
it should be a house of prayer for all nations ; he fore- 
told most minutely the destruction of the building, and 
his words have received an awful fulfilment. 

What deserves our particular attention is, the reverence 
which the Jews had for the house of God, and the manner 
in- which they expressed their feelings in the days of their- 
csdamity. When God had manifested such a concern for 
the splendour of a material fabric, it was natural for his 
people to respond to his will. They caQ the house of 
God ' their holy and beautiful house.' It was indeed a 
splendid edifice, it had much to engage tfieir attention, 
it had connected with it and its services many endearing 
associations, for there had they ^ beheld the beauty of 
the Lord, and enquired ' as to his will ; but in their eyes 
its chief beauty consisted in its holiness. Speaking upon 
this subject, David^say? ^ Great is the Lord, and greatly 
to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of 
his holiness. Beautiful for situation, the joy of the 
whole earth is Mount Zion on the sides of the north, 
the city of the great king. God is known in her palaces 
for a refuge.' ' Walk about Zion, and go round about 
her, tell the towers thereof, mark ye well her bulwarks, 
that ye may tell it to the generation following.' This 
house had been dedicated to him whose name is holy : 
holiness to the Lord may be said to have been engraven 
on every part of the services therein performed : and it 
was their tendency to render the worshippers holy. 
Breathing a spiritual atmosphere, they could not fail to 



V 



12 

become in some mamier spiritually minded. This was 
moreover ^ the house where their fathers had praised 
Qt>d/ The very thought would occasion in them a 
thrilling emotion : their early days would recur to their 
remembrance: they would imagine they saw their fathers' 
grave countenances listening to the word of God, that 
they heard their very voices engaged in praise; and 
the recollection would become more vivid by reason of 
their desolation. They call the ordinances of religion 
^ pleasant places/ and so have these ever proved to the 
true worshippers. They * love the place where God's 
honour dwells.' They are glad when it is said to them^ 
^ let us go into the house of the Lord ;' they esteem ' a 
day in his courts better than a thousand ;' they feel as 
David did when he said ^ blessed are they that dwell in 
thy house, they will still be praising thee ; or as Jacob 
felt when he said, ^ Surely the Lord is in this place, this 
is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate 
of heaven.' If such was the reverence which the Jews 
had for their religious services, and such the delight with 
which they attended them, their distress of mind may 
easily be imagined, when they had to lament, as in the 
text, ^ our holy and our beautiful house, where our 
fathers praised thee, is burned up with fire, and all our 
pleasant places are laid waste.' 

My friends, by an awful visitation of Providence it 
has come to pass, that the same language is applicable to 
oiurselves. Our holy and our beautiful hoiise, where our 
fathers praised God^ is burned up with fire, and all our 
pleasant places are laid waste. Three places of worship 
made a ruin in the course of a few hours is no common 
calamity. One of them especially was endeared not only 
to every native of Dundee by many associations, but was 
the admiration of strangers. Around its walls not a few 
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of us spent our earliest — our happiest days. Within its 
walls many of us have listened to the solemn truths of 
religion, and have been admonished and reproved, and 
encouraged and comforted : and now ' it is burned up 
with fire, and all its pleasant places are laid waste/ I 
shall not endeavour to describe the scene which many of 
us saw, and, by any feeble representation of mine, de- 
tract from the effect which a spectacle so grand and sub- 
lime was well fitted to produce. It may be said that it 
baffled all description, that it touched a cord to which 
every right heart must have vibrated responsive ; and it 
is to be hoped that the great moral lessons that it con^ 
veyed, through no length of time, will ever be effaced. 

Let us rather endeavour, by the blessing of God, to 
direct our attention to some of those pious reflections 
that are naturally suggested by this calamity. 

1. It teaches us the sovereignty of God. This truth 
no doubt is taught us by the ordinary course of provi- 
dence ; it is repeated every morning we open our eyes to 
behold the light, and every evening we look up to the 
starry heavens. But there are times when the truth seems 
to be uttered in louder and more distinct sounds, when 
the stillness vHth which the wheels of nature move is in* 
t^nrupted, and when God may be said to make bare his 
holy arm. The elements of which the material universe 
is composed are most opposite in their nature ; thdr mu-^ 
tual adjustment displays the power of God no less than 
his wisdom and goodness. If such are the effects which 
these elements are seen to  produce, how inconceivably 
powerfiil must be that hand by which these are directed: 
^ his greatness passeth all understanding.' It is he that 
raiseth the ocean into a tempest, or stills it into a calm ; 
that sends forth the thunder's solemn peal, or fans us by 
the gentle breeze ; that furnishes us with fuel firom the 



bowels of the earth, by which the business of life is con- 
ducted, and its comforts promoted, or gives to the ele- 
ment of fire its commission to go forth and destroy. 
^ None can stay his hand from working ; none can say 
unto him, What dost thou.' The power of God is di- 
rected by unerring wisdom, and is ever employed for 
the benefit of the whole creation. Yet to us who are 
of yesterday and know nothing, who see but a few links 
of that chain which reaches irom time to eternity, and 
which embraces the universe, events occasionally take 
place which surpass our comprehension, and which teach 
us to adore. When the devouring element has com- 
menced its destructive work, how ineffectual the efforts 
of men to retard its progress ; and though much was 
done on the present occasion, and all that man could do, 
yet desolation had been effected before its fiiry abated. 

The weakness of man never appears more striking 
than when placed in contrast with the power of God. 
Much as the elements are under human control, seasons 
occur when man might as well attempt to set bounds to 
the sea as limit their power. And when from such 
conflagrations as ours we direct our thoughts to those 
volcanoes which have been burning since the creation, 
and attempt to form any idea of that power which 
causes them emit their torrents of fire, we are taught to 
adore the ]liaje9ty of the Godhead, to feel our own little* 
ness, and to reflect that that same power will ere long 
be manifested either in our destruction, or in our sal- 
vation. 

2. This calamity with which we have been visited, 
calls us to the exercise of faith. To the man who walks 
by sight, and according to the appearances which this 
world often presents, disorder and confusion will seem to 
rule with despotic sway; the ways of God and the word of 
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Ood, will be regarded as at variance ; and the unhappy 
individual will find himself the sport of chance and the 
prey of accident. The christian walks by faith, and 
not by sight, and thug it is that he is enabled to solve 
those difficulties which to others are inexplicable. In 
. order to his present comfort it is necessary that his be a 
life of faith ; for ^ God's way is often in the sea, and his 
footsteps in the mighty waters ;' ^ he holdeth back the 
face of his throne, and spreadeth a cloud upon it ;' 
^ Verily saith ijie prophet, thou art a God that hideth 
thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour.' 

To confine our observations to the late calamity. Does 
it not appear a dark, a mysterious dispensation ? We 
have seen how much the worship of God has engaged 
his attention from the beginning of the world ; what 
directions were given by him with regard to the con« 
struction of the tabernacle and the temple ; and what 
evidence he was pleased to afford that the services 
therein performed were acceptable to him. We know 
what respect was paid by the Saviour while he taber- 
nacled upon earth to the house of God, for he made 
it ^ his custom to go into the synagogue on the Sab- 
bath-day.' The apostle enjoins believers not to for- 
sake the assembling of themselves together for the pur- 
pose of religious instruction ; the word of God abounds 
with promises to those who worship God in sincerity : 
and ' yet our holy and our beautiful house where our 
fathers praised God is burned up with fire, and all our 
pleasant places are laid waste.' Has God thus in anger 
testified his indignation at our persons and our services? 
and if this is indeed the language of the dispensation to 
the ungodly and the formalist, what interpretation can 
the pious Christian put upon it. Is not the doctrine of 
the gospel the only method of salvation! Are we 
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not still in the land of the living, and in the place of 
hope ? Is not the word of God still in onr hands ? Why 
then is the house in which this word was read and ex- 
plained laid in ruins ? Why were multitudes left;, as on 
last Sabbath, like sheep without a fold, exposed to the 
attacks of the infidel, or to the poison of £a>lse doctrine ? 
Methinks I hear a Toice which saith, * Be still and know 
that I am God,' ^ What I do thou knowest not now, 
but thou shalt know hereafter/ 

Is not the Sabbath styled by way of eminence the 
Lord's day ? Are we not forbidden to do any work upon 
that day, but to consecrate it to the public and private 
exercises of devotion ? Then what means the ringing 
of that bell on the Sabbath morning long before day 
break ? Has the officer mistaken the day of the week ? 
or are men called to the house of God at an hour un^ 
usually early to engage in some special act of worship. 
Ah no ! The officer has not mistaken the day of the 
week ; the bell does not as upon other Sabbath days 
call men to worship, but it summons them to the house 
of prayer to behold it in flames. What means this 
strange dispensation ? Methinks I hear a voice again 
saying, ' What I do thou knowest not now, but thou 
shalt know hereafter.' The work of destruction ad- 
vances, the stillness of the Sabbath is not discernible ; 
the streets are crowded, not with worshippers repairing 
to the house of prayer for worship, but with those who 
used to repair thither, to behold their holy and beautifi^ 
house burning with fire. A solemnity sits on every 
countenance; strangers are seen conversing fitmiHaiiy 
on the subject ; persons not easily moved are in tears 1 
and the ministers of religion are looking on passive and 
sad at the devastation of that house, in which they had 
often spoken the word of the Lord. 
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Has the work been the doing of some incendiary ? 
No. Can it be traced to any fault ? I believe no. Is 
not the hand of God visible in the ^matter ? And is it 
not strange that he who commands men to worship 
him, and to build houses for this purpose, should destroy 
these very houses, as it were, with his own hand ? Is 
there not much room for the exercise of faith ? Is it 
not our comfort to believe that word which saith, 
^ What I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt 
know hereafter.' 

3. The calamity with which we have been visited 
connects ynth it many endearing associations. While 
the Jews lament the destruction of the house of God, 
they add, it was the house where their fathers worship- 
ped. Many of us can adopt the same language at pre- 
sent. 

The house that now lies in ruins was that in which 
some of the most eminent ministers of our church wor- 
shipped. In that place, where I had the honour to 
stand so lately, once stood the venerable John Willison, 
whose praise is in all the churches ; who did much for 
the cause of religion in his day, who left behind him 
many pious works which have proved a balm indeed to 
many a wounded spirit, and a companion to many an 
afflicted saint ; and whose Mother's Catechism, at a pe- 
riod of upwards of a hundred years, maintains its places 
nay, takes precedence among the many publications of 
the kind which later and more improved times have{Mr0'- 
duced. In that house of prayer stood the Reverend 
Thomas Davidson, of whom, when a boy, I have heard 
aged persons speak with much respect, and to whose 
memory a monument was erected in the South Church. 
In that house, within my own recollection, stood Dr 
Blenshall, who was esteemed an able expounder of Scrip- 
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ture, and also posseseed of much legal knowledge, who 
tendered the kirk session an essential service in main- 
taining a considerable property they were likely to 
lose, and to perpetuate whose memory there is a street 
in the western part of the town that bears his name. 
I cannot enumerate all the eminent ministers who seryed 
at that altar. I am not sufficiently acquainted with 
their history, and the ministry of some of them in that 
house was of short duration. But I must mention two 
of them, whom not a few of you will remember, with 
fond recollection ; and the first is Dr Small, a man of 
no ordinary powers of mind, an eminent astronomer, the 
author of a profound treatise on astronomy ; but what 
ought to endear his memory more to our hearts, he was 
an able minister of the New Testament, who .always 
threw light upon his subject, who spoke much to the 
understanding of his hearers, who deUyered himself in the 
pulpit with much energy, and whose eeryioes on com» 
munion occasions, particularly his prayer at the conse^ 
cration of the elements, cannot fail to be remembered by 
many of us with the most lively feeling. And last 
though not least of £iny of them^ is my own immediate 
predecessor, Dr Davidson. He, too, was a man of a 
sound judgment, a laborious and able minister, in whose 
ministrations the peculiar doctrines of the gospel held a 
prominent place, but which were always carried out to 
their practical uses, and who maintained, and deserv* 
edly, his popularity, which was of the first order, for a 
period of about forty yearsw 

In that house were wont to assemble those to whom 
was entrusted the civil power, and who, by their pru- 
dence and firmness, were instrumental in preserving 
good order in the place in very troublesome times ; and 
those also who planned and executed our Infirmary and 
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Lunatic Asylum, and those also who founded almost ati 
our charitable institutions ; the benefits of whose good 
works have been experienced hj thousands who never 
heard of their names» 

But there are circumstances connected with the con - 
fiagration that come nearer home^ In that house many 
of our own fathers worshipped ; there were our youth- 
ful lips first taught to lisp the praises of our God; 
thither with our fathers, and the multitude who kept 
the solemn holy days, have we often repaired ; many of 
our fathers themselves served at the altar, who have long 
since ceased to have their portion in any thing under the 
sun. 

Our fathers, where are they ? Sleeping in the dust with 
theb fathers. Our hearts inquire after them, and fore- 
bode our lying down with them. If Nehemiah said to 
the king of Babylon, ^ why should not my countenance 
be sad, seeing the city, the place of my father s sepulchre 
lies waste,' much more may we indulge in sober reflec- 
tions, when our holy and our beautiful house where our 
fathers praised God, is burned up with fire ; and all our 
pleasant places are laid waste. 

4. The calamity with which we have been visited, 
should remind us of the uncertainty of all earthly con- 
cerns. 

Many intimations to this purpose are given us in the 
daily occurrences of providence ; the present is a striking 
illustration of the truth. These houses had stood fat 
ages, and had weathered many a storm ; within these 
walls had the Church of Rome taught its tenets ; there 
had Episcopacy given its purer and more scriptural in- 
structions ; and for a long course of years had tliese 
houses been in the possession of the Presbyterian Church 
of Scotland ; and now in the course of a night they are 
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a heap of ruins. Sach has been the &te of buildings 
that seemed more durable. We read, as Jesus went in- 
to the temple, ^ one of his disciples said unto him. 
Master, see what manner of stones, and what buildings 
are here. Jesns answering, said imto him, seest thou 
these buildings, there shall not be one stone left upon an^ 
other that shall not be thrown down ;' and his words 
have been literally yerified. Babylon the great has 
fallen ; and ere long the destroying ^ angel will lift up 
his hand to heaven and swear by him that liveth for 
ever and ever, that tune shall be no more.' What ira* 
portant lesson is thus taught us, — ^ to be la3dng up a 
good foundation for the time to come, that we may lay 
hold on eternal life ;' ^ to be looking for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God ;' to be at 
pains to ascertain our connexion with those who can say, 
upon the autiliority of the word of God, ' we know that 
when our earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved, 
we have a building of God, an house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.' 

5. In this dispensation of Providence, with which wo 
have been visited, there has been great mercy mani- 
fested. Notwithstanding the magnitude of the burning, 
and the multitude employed in endeavouring to check 
its fury, during the darkness of night, not a single life 
has been lost, not a single accident has happened that 
deserves to be noticed. How seldom is this the case, 
even with burnings of a much inferior character. Since 
our calamity, more than one life has been lost by fire. 
Have we not, therefore, great reason, even while we 
mourn our loss, to give him praise who ' delighted in 
mercy, whose strange work is judgment.' And what 
should this part of our subject teach us ? To be mer- 
cifid, as our £ather in heaven is merciful ; to imitate that 
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goodness which we adore. The goodness of God should 
lead us to repentance, and to improTO it for the purpose 
for which it has heen bestowed. Common calamities 
unite in friendship those who were at variance. Ours 
should have this effect upon us all, and bind us together 
in the cords of christian brotherly love. 

There are other mercies connected with our calamity, 
besides the preservation of human life. What might 
have been the consequences, had the burning burst out 
when we were assembled for public worship, it is impos^ 
sible to say. 

A congregation of our brethren had allotted that very 
day for the celebration of the Lord's Supper. Had our 
calamity be&Uen us, in such circumstances, there would 
certainly have appeared a stronger expression of the 
wrath of heaven. Indeed it is impossible to consider 
the dispensation, and- not to acknowledge, that, while 
the * ways of God are often past finding out, his goodr- 
ness and tender mercies are over all his works.' 

• 6. The calamity may be intended to teach us not to 
make an idol of our churches, but to be at pains to 
ascertain that we are genuine members of the church of 
Christ. While we love the * house which is called by 
the name of God, and the place where his honour 
dwells,' we ought not to regard it in a superstitious 
point of view ; and, while we mourn its desolation, we 
ought to bear in mind, that it was but a material &bric ; 
that it could not confer personal holiness on the wor* 
shippers ; that ^ it could not make the comers thereunto 
perfect, as pertaining to the conscience ;' and that it was 
quite possible, through our misimpiovement of our pri- 
vileges, and of the doetiines and duties taught in that 
house, ' that the stone might cry out of the wall, and 
the beam out of the timber answer it in. our conden*- 
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hation/ It was the ruin of the Jews, that ihaey trusted 
to their privileges, as the ground of their justification* 
On all occasions, they were ready to say, ^ the temple of 
the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord;' as if the possession of that house could save them 
from his wrath, whose name they named, but who were 
not careful to keep his commandments. Upon this ac- 
count, they were reproved by the prophet Jeremiah, who 
tells them ^ not to trust in lying words, which could not 
profit them.' The same deceiving spirit was manifested 
in the days of John the Baptist, and was reproved by 
him ; and, in the account given of the last day, our Sa- 
viour informs us, that to many who will plead their 
privileges in their justification, he will say, * I never 
knew you; depart from me, ye that work iniquity.' 
Upon the other hand, says the apostle, ' we are the cir- 
cumcision, who worship God in the spirit, and rejoice 
in Christ Jeeus, and have no confidence in the flesh.' 
In the true church, ^ which is built upon the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ is the chief 
comer-stone.' But all the people of God are ^ lively 
stones, and become a spiritual house, in which are offered 
up spiritual services, acceptable to God, through Jesus 
Christ/ It should concern us to be members of that 
church which seems to be most in accordance with the 
word of God; but we may be members of the purest 
church, and yet perish* We may preach the gospel, and 
ourselves be cast away. Judas belonged to that church 
in which Jesus himself was the minister, and we know 
his conduct and his fate. Let us seek, then, to be 
Christians, not in word only, but in deed ; and, along 
with our regard for the form of religion, and its ordi* 
nances, to cherish its spirit in our hearts, and to adorn 
its doctrine by our lives. 
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in which we have a much deeper personal concern. 

It was certainly fitted to convey to the mind of the 
heholder some idea of the end of all things. When that 
awful day shall arrive, our condition will be fixed for 
ever. Then ' he that is holy shall be holy still, and he 
that is filthy, filthy still.' But, notwithstanding our 
calamity, we are still permitted to hear the message of 
reconciliation. This is still the day of our merciful visi-^ 
tation. But this day will draw to a dose. Let us im-* 
prove it while it lasts ; for assuredly ' the Lord is not 
slack concerning his promise^ as some men count slack-* 
ness, but is long-suffering to us ward, not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to repent- 
ance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief 
in the night, in the which the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fer- 
vent heat ; and the earth also, and the works that are 
therein, shall be burnt up. Seeing, then, that all these 
things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
we to be, in all holy conversation and godUness : look- 
ing for, and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, 
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and 
the elements shall melt with fervent heat. Nevertheless, 
we, according to his promise, look for a new heaven 
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
Wherefore, seeing that ye look for these things, be dili- 
gent, that ye may be found of him in peace, without 
spot and blameless.' 

8. Our calamity should remind us, that the true 
church of Christ shall never be distroyed. 

The world in which we live is a world of change. 
The face of nature is ever varying its appearance. We 
have the regular vicissitude of day and night ; the ebb-' 
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ing and flowing of the tide ; the revolution ot the seasons. 
The trees are now coyered with leaves, — now laden with 
finit,— now clad in snow. The generations of men fol- 
low each other in quick succession. The earth and its 
works shall he burned up* Nor has religion, as to its 
outward form, been exempted from that law which per^ 
tains to all things created* The Jewish dispensation, 
though divinely appointed, having s^-ved its purpose^ 
and waxen old, gave way to the christian ; and a time 
shall come when the christian dispensation shall be abo* 
lished, ' when tongues shall cease, and prophets shall 
faal, and knowledge shall vanish away,' and when there 
shall be no occasion for faith or hope. Nevertheless 
the foundation of God standeth sure. Jesus said to 
Peter, ^ Upon this rock will I build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it/ Persecution 
may assail it in various ways ; false doctrine may seem 
to shake its foundation ; and the dissensions among its 
members may threaten its overthrow. It may exist in 
the form of an establishment, or otherwise ; but we are 
sure that Christ will have ^ a seed to serve him while 
the moon endures.' The true church consists of |;enuine 
Christians in every age and country, and of every de* 
nomination. They are the temple in which he dwells 
by his Spirit, and in whoso hearts and lives is offered 
up to him spiritual worship. They know ^ that while 
all flesh is grass, and all the glory of man is as the 
flower of the field, the word of the Lord enduretb for 
ever.' And while churches are destroyed, and ministers 
laid in the dust, that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever. They ' come now to the general 
assembly and church of the first-bom, that is vmtten in 
heaven ;' and hereafter they shall be admitted into that 
church which John beheld in vision, who tells us, that 



25 

lie ^-saw ho 'temple therein, for the Lord Qod Almighty 
and the Lamh are the temple of it.' 

To conclude. It is the appointment of providence 
that many evils hring along with them their own cor-* 
rectives ; for many diseases remedies are provided ; and 
many of God'B dealings give occasion for the exercise of 
virtues which otherwise would be useless, and also rouse 
to exertion. Our calamity is great ; but the question 
that naturally follows is, How is the injury to be re* 
paired ? how are the churches to be rebuilt, and ourselves 
allowed to meet again in our own places of worship ? 
It is true, ^ except the Lord build the house, they 
labour in vain that build it ;' * except the Lord keep 
the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.' But we 
must avail ourselves of those means for promoting the 
end with which God has furnished us ; and much as we 
now lament the loss which we have sustained, we must 
contribute according to our ability, that the house of 
God may be restored to its former condition. What* 
ever other means may be available, it is evident that a 
large demand must be made on our liberality ; and we 
must show our sense of our loss by contributing for itff 
reparation. Much has been done of late years for build- 
ing churches to others ; the time has now come when 
we must exert ourselves in our own behalf. I hinted 
at the outset that the tabernacle was provided by the 
liberality of the people, and that all ranks willingly 
bore their share in the expense. When Nehemiah, by 
permission of the king of Persia, came to Jerusalem, and 
saw the temple in ruins, he said unto the Jews, to thai 
priests, to the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest 
that did the work, *• Ye see the distress that we are in, bow 
that Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are 
burned with £»; come and let us build the. walls of 
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Jeroaalemy that we be no more a reproach/ When his 
exhortation did not receive that prompt attention to 
which it was entitled, thus spake the Lord by the mouth 
of his prophet Haggai, ' Thus speaketh the Lord of 
hosts, saying, This people say, the time is not come, the 
time that the Lord's house should be built. Then came 
the word of the Lord, 8a3ring, Is it time for you, O ye, 
to dwell in your ceiled houses, and this house lie waste/ 
Their hearts were affected, their offerings were made, and 
the house was completed. Let us be exhorted to go and 
do likewise. And by many considerations are we called 
upon so to do : by our early associations, by our regard 
to the glory of God, to the present comfort and etonal 
welfare of immortal souls, to the cause of Christ, and by 
the interest we ought to take in the ornament and im- 
provement of our town. A fine opportunity is now 
afforded us of rearing buildings which will remain a 
monument of our pious and liberal fedings, when we 
and our children are mouldering in the dust. It was 
foretold that ' the glory of the latter house should be 
greater than that of the former house.' While, then, 
we endeavour that our churches should tell of our pious 
and public spirit, let it concern us still more to improve 
the dispensation, and to pray that it may be sanctified 
to our own souls ; that we may become better men and 
better Christians, more faithful ministers and mere godly 
people; and then, indeed, even in our caae, will the 
glory of the latter house be greater thab that of the 
former house ; and we shall see new cause to give him 
glory who causeth all things to work together for the 
good of his own people. 

I have just a word or two to add, and then I have 
done. It is but proper for me to inform you of the 
sympathy which we have received from many religious 
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bodies upon this occasion ; and of the kind offer which 
several of them have made, of the use of their churches. 
It is no less proper for roe to inform you, of the great 
obligations under which you and we are to the Magis- 
trates and Members of the Town Council, for the great 
pains they have taken for our accommodation, for their 
perseverance in overcoming the difficulties with which 
they had to contend ; for it is to them, and to the pas- 
tor and members of this congregation, we are indebted 
for the house in which we now meet. I consider my- 
self under great personal obligations to these gentlemen, 
because there has not been a single hint or , suggestion 
which I have given, to which they have not listened, 
and which they have not been most ready to forward. 

For years there has been much difference of opinion 
among the inhabitants of this place, on matters both 
temporal and spiritual, which has tended to mar the 
intercourse of private life, to retard public improvements, 
and, I fear, to injure the cause of genuine religion. Let 
us hope and pray that, with this calamity in which we 
are all concerned, these differences may be extinguished, 
and that, henceforth, we will ^ study the things which 
make for peace,' ' and endeavour to keep the imity of 
the Spirit, in the bond of peace.' Amen. 
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THE VISION WRITTEN. 



A DISCOURSE, 

FROM HABAKKUK, II. 13. 



BY THE REV. DAVID ARNOT. 



SERMON. 

Habakkuk ii. 1-3. 

' / fjoill stand upon my wateh^ and set me upon the 
tower^ and will toatck to see tcAat he will say unto 
me^ and what I shall answer when I am reproioed. 
And the Lord answered me^ and saidy Write the 
insion^ and make it plain upon tables, that he may 
run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an ap- 
pointed time^ but at the end it shall speaJc^ and njot lie : 
though it tarry ^ wait for it ; because it wUl surely 
coftne^ it will not tarry,* 

We learn from the preceding chapter that the prophet 
Habakkuk had been severely tried with perplexing 
doubts in regard to the judgments, which the Almighty 
had threatened against Israel by the hand of the 
Chaldeans. ^ Behold ye among the heathen, and re- 
gard, and wonder marvellously : for I will work a work 
in your days, which ye will not believe, though it be 
told you. For lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter 
and hasty nation, which shall march through the 
breadth of the land, to possess the dwelling places that 
are not theirs. They are terrible and dreadful.' When 
the prophet contemplated the character of the Chaldeans 
in connexion with the Divine character and perfections, 
he cxtslaimed, as it would appear, partly in faith, and 
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partly in despondency, * Art thou not from everlasting, 
O Lord my God, mine holy One ? we shall not die : O 
Lord, thou hast ordained them for judgment, and O 
mighty God, thou hast established them for correction. 
Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst 
not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon 
them that deal treacherously, and boldest thy tongue 
when the wicked devoureth the man that is more righte- 
ous than he ?' For a time Habakkuk's spirit was sorely 
agitated ; but it is evident from the character of the 
language at the be^nning of the Second chapter, that he 
had come to a bettar mind, and got more light as to the 
course in which his duty lay. He now resolves, in 
deep humility and patience to wait upon God in the 
season of trouble; in quietness to' pour out hb soul's 
deaives to hteaven, and to receive instruction from what- 
ever quarter a sovereign God would be pleased to send 
it; so that he might be able to answer those who attri- 
buted Israel's calamities to a wrong source, or spoke 
contemptuously of the dealings of Providence. 

The prophet may here be regarded as speaking in the 
person and character of all the godly. What does the 
psalmist say ? ' Wilt thou not revive us again : that 
thy people may rejoice in thee ? Shew us thy mercy, 

Lord; and grant us thy salvation. I will hear what 
God the Lord will speak ; for he will speak peace unto 
his people, and to his saints.'^ And again, ' When I 
thought to know this it was too painful for me : until 

1 went into the suictuary of God.'^ In every time of 
perplexity, when the heart is overwhelmed, the prayer 
of Uie bdiever is, * Lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I.'* He rises above the world; he renounces the 
jitdgment of man ; he breaks through ail the snares of 

» P«. iMuw. 6-8. ' Pb. hudu. 16. » Pfl. Ixi. 2. 
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Satan ; and with filial confidoioe in thfi wisdom of his 
hearenly Father, resolves to wait and see what he wiQ 
say to him through his own sanctified experience of the 
qnickening influences of His Spirit, of His Word, and 
of His P^videnoe. It is only when thns divinely in- 
stmcted that a watchman can speak to others conoem-> 
ing the dark and perplexing ways of God. Unless the 
mind is wholly snhjected to Him who answers his 
people « bjr terrible things in righteousness,' rashness 
and arrogance wiU blind us, and we will ^ reason with 
unprofitable talk, and with speeches wherevnth we can 
do no good/^ 

My friends, when my eye fell upon the text a few 
days ago, I could not help feeling that it~ contained 
something in which I was personally and deeply con- 
cerned in our present distressing circumstances as a 
church. The fearful calamity by which we were over- 
tak^i in the inscrutable, but holy Providence of God, 
stunned many of us as by a heavy blow from an unseen 
hand; and on beginning to recover from its paralysing 
effects, the general inquiry was. Why is this ? Wheare- 
fore hath the Lord made bare his arm to smite so sore ? 
What can be the cause of a visitation so unexpected 
and so awful ? I could not but feel that such impa- 
tience to pry into the ways of the Unsearchable was 
rash and sinful; that it was not of faith but of the 
the flesh; proceeding froni pharisaic conceit, or dark 
fanaticism ; and that it might be a snare of Satan to 
divert the mind from the true cause ; and thus thwart 
the merciful design of God in regard to the due im- 
provement that ought to be made from this terrible 
lesson of his Providence. This view of the matter was 
confirmed by reading the Third verse of this chapter, 

' Job XT. 3. 
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* For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but ai the 
end it shall speak, and not lie : though it tarry, wait 
for it, because it will surely come, it will not tarry/ 
It is very clear that God's intention is, to try our pa- 
tience ; to exercise our faith and humility ; to repress 
all hasty conjecture; and to bring us to commit all 
into the hands of the Sovereign Ruler, who accom- 
plishes the great purposes of His Providence in his own 
time and way. It is our duty attentively to mark the 
event and to wait submissively for God's explanation, 
' The Egyptians shall help in vain, and to no purpose : 
therefore have I cried concerning this. Their strength is- 
to sit still.' ^ The true explanation may be reserved 
perhaps for the next generation, while we may be kept 
in a great measure ignorant both of the cause and the 
effects of this great calamity. The vision may be ' for 
an appointed time,' but at the ' end' it shall speak and 
not lie.' Slow and gradual experience shall evolve it» 
meaning ; and though it tarry, we are to wait for it, 
because it ' will surely come,' it will not tarry : the 
time chosen by God for making light to shine upon this 
mysterious providence will best secure the manifestation 
of his own glory, and the good of his people in this 
place. 

Presumptuous men, necessarily ignorant of the cause 
of particular events in Providence, are ever found testi- 
fying to what manner of spirit they are of, by the variety 
and the confidence of their assertions ; some attributing 
them to one cause, and some to another. There has 
been, I grieve to say, too much of this spirit exhibited 
on the present occasion. We ought rather to have 
checked our impatience to get an explanation of God's^ 
dealings with us : we should have waited to know what 

^ Isaiah xxx. 7. 
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God would say in us (as the marginal reading is), that 
we might know what to answer, when we were reasoned 
or argued with, on the subject. "We should have been 
found, each man apart, and each household apart, 
humbling ourselves under the mighty hand of God, and 
standing upon our watch-tower of expectation, seeking 
through holy fear, self-abasement, and earnest prayer, 
to gain some insight into the meaning of • this disastrous 
event, and to be suitably affected by a sense of our per- 
sonal unworthiness and guilt in the sight of Him who 
is of purer eyes than 4o behold evil, and who to the 
wicked is a consuming fire. ' Then said I, O my 
Lord, what shall be the end of these things ? And he 
said, Go thy way Daniel, for the words are closed up, 
and sealed till the time of the end. Many shall be 
purified, and made white and tried ; but the wicked 
shall do wickedly, and none of the wicked shall imder- 
stand, but the wise shall understand.'^ 

On this point, however, we are all agreed, that the 
almost total destruction of our three churches is a great 
and deplorable calamity. It is a calamity, if you 
view it merely as the loss of worldly property. But 
every one has felt the loss aggravated from its consisting 
in the ruin of our ' holy and beautiful houses — chouses 
of prayer — ^houses of God.' Many a tear was shed, 
many a sorrowful lamentation in my own hearing was 
uttered by those who stood afar-ofi^, trembling specta- 
tors of the havoc so rapidly and resistlessly made by 
the terrific element, as it obeyed the command of Him 
^ who maketh the winds his messengers, and the flam- 
ing fire his ministers.'^ And now what is there, but 
4^he8 for beauty, desolation and ruin for strength and 
^curity ? It would argue unnatural callousness in any 
» Dan. xu. 81©. « Ps. civ. 4. 
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man to pass by the scene now presented to his eye, and 
not to feel bow dismal and sad it is. Besides tlie 
pleasures of taste arising from the contemplation of fine 
bnildings, thore is a higher and tenderer interest inspired 
by the associations which smround, in a very pecniiar 
manner, buildings dedicated to the service of the Hying 
God. My own assodations connected with the destroyed 
churches cannot be supposed to be so numerous or so 
deep-rooted as those which many 6f you take delight in 
cherishing. And yet, when it is stated, that in one of 
these churches I was set over you in the work of the 
ministry, and that for upwards of four years we have 
been related to each other by ihe most solemn tie that 
can unite immortal beings ; and that for that period it 
has been my high privilege unworthily to minister 
among you in holy things, and to experience much 
comfort and satisfaction in the work to which I have 
been called, — ^your wonder would be, not that I should 
feel as much, but that I should not feel in some respects 
more intensely than many of yourselves, on account of 
our sad deprivation. You, my brethren, have the asso- 
ciations of your earliest years entwined around your 
hearts. Many of you have been told that in that now 
roofless and naked sanctuary you were dedicated in 
baptism to God. There many of you first heard the 
gospel preached, and the grave sweet melody of psalms 
arise to Him for whom ^ praise waiteth in Zion/ and 
supplications ofPered up to ^ the hearer of prayer.* 
Thither many of you have gone, season after season, 
^ with the multitude that kept holyday,' and taken 
your seat at a holy communion table. But now, alas \ 
the scene ' is changed.' ^ Zion is a wilderness, Jerusa- 
lem a desolation. Our holy and our beautiful house, 
where our fathers praised God is burnt up with fire, 
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and all our pleasant things are laid waste/ ^ ^How 
is the gold become dim, how is the most fine gold 
changed. The stones of the sanctuary are poured out 
in the top of every street.'^ 

Some of you, p^haps, may weep over the destruction 
of your spiritual birth-place. How interesting, and 
sometimes how overpowering, to revisit our birth-place, 
the scene of our childhood. Every spot is endeared by 
a thousand nameless, but tenderly thrilling recollections. 
Every change is minutely noted, the most trifling object 
claims a share of the attention. It is our birth-place. 
Is it so with some of you, my brethren ? How sacred, 
then, the remembrance of that time, when, like Jacob, 
you said, *• Surely the Lord is in this place, and I knew 
it not. How dreadful is this place : this is none other 
but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.'^ 
You cannot but regret the destruction of that ' banquet- 
ing -house, where the banner over you was love ;^ where 
* the king in his beauty''^ was first seen by the eye of 
faith, first acknowledged by the willing homage of the 
heart, and where you enjoyed sweet fellowship with 
your brethren oi ^ the household of faith,' the sons and 
daughters of the Almighty, and ' citizens of Jerusalem 
the free, which is above, the mother of us all.*^ Your 
regrets will be mingled with the recollection of a time 
when ordinances assumed a new character ; when the 
preaching of the gospel ceased to be foolishness, and was 
f^t to be the ' power and the wisdom of God' in your 
salvation; when prayer ceased to be the weaansome 
repetition of lifeless words, and praise to be the hollow 
mockery of a heart untuned by grace to make melody 
to the Lord; when light, and life, and happiness ac- 

' Isaiah Ixiv. 10. ' Lam. iv. 1. ^ Gron. xxviii. 16, 17. 

* Cant. ii. 4. * la, xxxiU. 17. * Gal. iv. 2$. 
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companied the truth ; and when at times your soul was 
carried out in this rapturous desire, * One thing have I 
desired of the Lord, that will I seek after, that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his 
temple/^ For a season that sweetest of aU meeting 
places to which you ever repaired must lie in ruins. 
On its blackened and levelled altars ^ the sparrow shall 
find a house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where 
she may lay her young ;'^ but in vain do you now 
sigh, ' How amiable thy tabernacles, Lord of hosts ? 
My soul longeth, yea even fainteth for the courts of the 
Lord. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house : they 
will be still praising thee.' ^ 

Some of you may have seen your children's children 
introduced within the walls of the now ghastly sanctuary; 
and your own feeble limbs may tell you, that ' your 
earthly house of this tabernacle must soon be dissolved,*^ 
in all human probability before that place in which you 
have so long worshipped can be reconstructed. While 
you, my aged friends, are lamenting the desolation which 
fills every heart with sorrow, are you also rejoicing in 
the knowledge, ' that you have a building of God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens?' 
Do you ' groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon 
with your house which is from heaven, willing to be 
absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord?' * 
Many are the changes you have seen, and, it may be, 
suffered, during your pilgrimage ; but this is a solemn 
lesson now when you 'are about to depart. The Lord 
in his providence never spoke so distinctly to you as 
now. And are you preparing to obey that last sum- 

^ Ps. xxvii. 4 . * Ps. Ixxxiv. 3. 

« Ps. Ixxxiv. 1-4. * 2 Cor. v. 1, 2, 8. 
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mons which may reach you, ah ! who can tell how soon ? 
' Boast not thyself of to-morrow.'^ Have the years of 
grace enjoyed by you been spent in the prospect of that 
eternal ' Sabbath' on high ' which remains for the peo- 
ple of God V ^ Are you ready to resign your hold of 
every tie and association that binds you to this world ? 
Has the destruction of the house of the Lord on earth 
led you in spirit to ^ look for and haste unto the coming 
of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire 
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fer- 
vent heat, and when there shall be new heavens and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness ? Then, be- 
loved, seeing ye look for such things, be diligent, that 
ye may be foimd of him in peace, without spot and 
blameless/ ^ 

My christian friends, this calamity cannot but be 
deeply felt by your ministers. And I trust none of you 
will have just cause to reproach us with showing a 
' hireling's ' care for the sheep, now that they are in 
providence driven from the fold and scattered. "We feel 
for you. ' As God is our witness, we make mention of 
you always in our prayers, that we may be comforted 
together with you ; * and pray with greater earnestness 
than ever, since we cannot meet with you on the Lord's 
day in such advantageous and comfortable circumstances 
as hitherto we have been permitted to do. We cannot 
but lament with you that gospel ordinances must for an 
indefinite, but necessarily a long period, be removed from 
those courts * where prayer was wont to be made.' * 
We feel that ' this is the doing of the Lord,' and we 
desire to submit, yet with sorrowful hearts, as those who 
see not how they can watch for your souls as formerly : 

» Prov. xxvii. 1. • Heb. iv. 9. » 2 Pet. iii. 12-14* 

* Bom. i. 9, 12. ^ Acts xvi. 13. 
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but we desire to 8fty, ^ The Lord hath iaJusa away : 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.' ^ 

We would have you to regard this calamity as a tfery 
itrikin^ — a very solemn went in providence. Such a 
conflagration as we lately witnessed, we beUere has 
rarely happened. It was entirely confined to the church 
fabric. God took his own houses, and left the sur- 
rounding buildings. And yet all acknowledge that, had 
tjie wind not fallen, as it did, about the time when the 
devouring element broke out, not only the church that 
has been mercifully spared, but the houses of the adja- 
cent streets must have been consumed. The shipping, 
though in imminent peril, was spared. The vial of an- 
geqr was poured out on the churches al(me, 7%w, surely, 
is tlie finger of God.^ 

And why should this calamity have been sent on the 
first Sabbath of the year ? Why should God, at this 
particular time, have taken the message out of our 
mouths, and preached it by fire ? When I had finished 
my discourse for that day, from the text, ^ Take, there- 
fore, no thought for the morrow : for the morrow shall 
take thought for the things of itself: sufficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof,'^ little did I know the mean- 
ing of the words from which I had been trying to gather 
instruction for you. But next morning, my own eyes 
beheld a commentary upon them, written by the finger of 
God, which at once made me ashamed and emboldened 
me, to open my sinful lips to speak of the vanity and 
uncertainty of all but the love of God, and the grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Here surely is a * vision 
written plain upon tables, that he may run that read- 
eth it ;' and, if we cannot read it now, surely ' at 
the end it shall speak and not lie/ May we all be 

1 Job i. 21. * Exod. yiu. 19. * Mat. ti, U. 
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found on our watch-tower, watching to see what it shall 
say to us. 

But, while we speak of the calamity, let us thank 
God that the cup has been mingled ynth aJbundant Tnercy. 
O yes 1 God was doing his ' strange work ;*^ he was af- 
flicting, but not willingly; his heart was moved with 
compassion, while he was ' appointing the rod/ Let 
us, ydth grateful hearts, recount the alleviating circum-: 
stances ; let us praise the Lord for his goodness to us his 
guilty children* He might have taken all our places of 
worship, but one church has been wonderfully preserved. 
*• The fire that saith not^ it is enough,*^ was rebuked in 
its progress. The surrounding tenements were pre- 
served >' fiot one life was lost ; nay, we understand not 
one imdividual was injured. The fire was not the 
work of an incendiary ; neither was it the work of an 
enemy ^ as was the case in former times.* We have 
fallen, like David, ^ into the hand of the Lord (for his 
mercies are great), and not into the hand of man.'^ The 
fire might have burst forth at another hour; the congre- 
gations might have been assembled for worship, — and 
who can think upon the consequences without a shud- 
der ? We have experienced, moreover, unprecedented 
83nmpatfay and kindness from our christian brethren of 
various denominations, whose hearts the Lord hath en- 
larged towards us. The magistrates have been unremit- 
ting and unwearied in their exertions to provide suit- 
able accommodation for our suffering flocks; and, 
among all classes of the community, a most amiable 
spirit of affection has been evinced on behalf of those 
who have felt, and are feeling, most pressingly the conse- 

* la. xxYiii. 21. « Prov. xxx. 16. « 2 Sam. xxiv. 14. 

* See Note. 
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quences of this sudden and disastrous visitation. ^ His 
tender mercies are over all his works !' 

We may now turn from the contetnplation of this 
striking event as a calamity^ to view it as a Judgment. 
When we venture to speak of a matter so solemn 
and awful as a divine judgment, it hehoves us to do so 
with the profoundest humility. How arrogant and pre- 
sumptuous is it for a poor ignorant mortal to assume the 
prerogative of Omniscience, and to speak with confidence ' 

of the causes which draw down judgments from Heaven 
upon the earth ! * Judge not, that ye be not judged.' ^ 
Luke informs us of some that told our Lord of * the Ga- 
lileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacri- 
fices. And Jesus answering, said unto them. Suppose 
ye that these Galileans were sinners above all the Gali- J 

leans, because they suffered such things? I tell you, 
nay ; but except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.*^ 
But, brethren, calamities of fevery description are the 
fruit of sin, and therefore may be regarded as judg- 
ments ; and, as ^ the Lord is known by the judgment 
which he executeth,'^ so we should reverently inquire if 
there is any thing in this judgment by which we may ^ 

be led to discover why * God's anger is not turned away, ' 

but his hand has been stretched out.* ' Shall a trumpet 
be blown in the city, and the people not be afraid? 
Shall there be evil in a city, and the Lord hath not | 

done it.'* ' The Lord hath done that which he had de- m 

vised: he hath thrown down, and hath not pitied.'^ \ 

And if, as we often find in the word of God, the nature 
of the punishment bears a visible relation to the nature 
of the sin, may we not discover, in the very peculiar 

^ Matt. vii. 1. ' Luke xiii. 1-3. ' Ps, ix. 16. 

* Is. ix. 12. » Amos iit 6. « Lam. ii. 17 ' 
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and striking character of the calamity which has come 
upon us, something which may lead us to fix guilt 
upon ourselves V 

This judgment has ' begun at the house of God; '^ 
may it not, then, speak first of all to ' the people of God?' 
They alone have ' ears to hear what the Spirit saith unto 
the churches/ The world around only trembles at the 
calls of Providence. When a voice from heaven came 
to Jesus, ' the people that stood by, and heard it, said 
that it thundered : others said an angel spake to him.'' 
The great and strong wind has passed by; but the 
Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind a fire; 
but the Lord was not in the fire. But, have you now 
heard the ' still small voice ;'^ and have you, like Elijah, 
come out to see what the Lord will say unto you ? Be- 
lieving Christians, What has this judgment said to you? 

You know that He who ' holdeth the seven stars in 
his right hand, and who walketh in the midst of the 
golden candlesticks,* said to the church at Ephesus, * I 
have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy 
first love. Remember therefore from whence thou art 
fallen, and repent, and do thy first works ; or else I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick 
out of his place, except thou repent.'* If your candle- 
stick has not been wholly removed, it has been shaken 
and thrown down. The exalted Saviour has * come to 
us suddenly.' And had we no ground to expect this ? 
Has not the visible decay of love — ^the absence of brother- 
ly unity — long called upon us to ' repent and do our 
first works ?' Has not earnest importunate prayer been 
restrained among us to a woful degree ? And if the 
various duties of religion have been observed with nearly 

* 1 Peter iv. 17. * John xu. 28, 29. 
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4A 

the same punctuality as in former days — if prayer, praise, 
and meditation to a certain extent still engage the atten- 
tion, we fear they are not so much the spontaneous 
overflowings of a heart which love has unlocked, as the 
formal results of a sense of duty ; not so much the free- 
will offerings of a soul that cannot give too much, as the 
calculated tribute of a mind which would not ydthhold 
aught that is positively required. The love of God as 
the motive, and the glory of God, as the end of duty, 
are not felt so distinctly as in former years. We have 
* settled on our lees,'^ and become ^ at ease in Zion.'^ 
The spirit has been striving with us, knocking at our 
hearts and saying. Open, and I will come in ; but we 
have listened to the heavenly visitor with suspicion. 
We have been saying, ^ Lord, Lord, ' and forgetting 
our ' Lord's will.' We have offered much lip service, 
while our hearts have been far from God. We have 
spoken much of divine things, without feeling their 
power. We have spoken much of the preacher, and 
thought little of his Master. We have ' trusted in ly- 
ing words, sapng. The temple of the Lord, the temple of 
the Lord, the temple of the Lord;'^ but we have not truly 
sought Him whose presence is the temple s only glarj. 

Now, christian friends, if this was our hopeless con- 
dition, nothing save sharp afflictions, sudden visitations, 
could rouse us to a sense of it. This is the intended use 
of such visitations, and it is the sanctified effect of them 
in all those who are truly ^ exercised thereby.' *• As • 
many as I love,' says the Redeemer, ^ I rebuke and chas- 
t^,'^ ^ By terrible things in righteousness' he reclaims 
his lukewarm heartless people ; when other means fail, 
he tries his ^ strange work' among them. Oh, brethren, 
let us ' hear the rod. Let us be watchful, and strengthen 

' Jer.xlviU. 11. ' Amos vi. 1. Mer. vu. 4. ^Rev.iii. 19. 
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the things which remain, and are ready to die.'^ Have 
we yet any spark of our first love remaining ? Let us 
watch over it, that it may he fanned into a flame. Have 
we any measure of faith in Him who hath all the ful- 
ness of the Godhead ? Let us pray that it may he in- 
creased. Have we any sense of the value of our privi- 
leges ? Let us he found walking with God in newness 
of Hfe, putting off the old man wholly, with his deeds, 
and setting our affections on the things which are ahove. 
If we now sincerely mourn over our formahty and dead- 
ness, our carnality and conformity to a present world, 
let us in future have our eye more singly directed to the 
glory of God and the honour of the Redeemer, that our 
' whole body may be full of light,'* and our whole cha- 
racter more visibly impressed with the attributes of 
spirituality, holiness, love, humility, and devotedness to 
the interests of Christ's kingdom. 

Brethren, I desire to humble myself along with you, 
and to acknowledge that if guilt and imperfections cleave 
to us, the fault lies entirely with ourselves. If sin still 
has dominion over us ; if the love of the world still pre- 
vails in our hearts ; if we are still chargeable with back- 
sliding, carelessness, and coldness, the fault is our own. 
Christ says to us, ^ Come unto me ; hitherto ye have 
asked nothing : ask that your joy may be full.*^ How 
is it then, that our ' works are not perfect before God ?'* 
Just because our faith is faint and ready to die. Christ's 
ear is not now ' heavy that it cannot hear ; his arm is 
not shortened that it cannot save ;'^ his love is not im- 
paired; his grace is not restrained; he has stiU the 
*■ seven spirits of God,' and he still ^ holds the seven stars 
in his right hand.' Verily we have been ' straitened in 

^ Rev. iii. 2. » Matt. vi. 22. « John xvi. 24, 

^Rev. m.2. <" Isaiah lix. 1 . 
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ourselves/ and not in Christ. Were we in strong faith 
and in earnest desire to open our hearts wide, ' the win- 
dows of heaven' would be opened, and blessings, even in 
the midst of judgments, would flow down, ' until there 
should be no more room to receive them/^ We should 
then be enabled to say, ' When I sit in darkness, the 
Lord shall be a light unto me. I will bear the indig- 
nation of the Lord, because I have sinned against him, 
until he plead my cause, and execute judgment for me ; 
he will bring me forth to the light, and I shall behold 
his righteousness/^ Nay, we should be enabled to take up 
even the triumphant language at the conclusion of this 
prophecy : ' Although the flg tree shall not blossom, 
neither shall fruit be in the vines ; the labour of the 
olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat ; the 
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no 
herd in the stalls : yet will I rejoice in the Lord ; I will 
joy in the God of my salvation.*^ 

And if judgment first begin at ^ us, what shall the 
end be of them that obey not the gospel of God ? And 
if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the un- 
godly and the sinner appear?'^ If God's people have abun- 
dant cause to stand in awe because of God's judgments, 
and to turn from all their backslidings by a timely repent- 
ance ; if it becomes them, in present circumstances, to 
say, ' It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not con- 
sumed, because his compassions fail not ;^ surely the 
Almighty may well cause the ' arrows of his quiver to 
enter into the reins of sinners,'^ and strike dismay and 
terror into their hearts when they listen to the voice of 
providence thundering in their ears. And while I speak 
of the iniquities that prevail against us as a community, 

» Mai. iii. 10. * Micah vii. 9. * Micah iii. 17. 

* 1 Peter iv. 17, 18. * Lam. iu. 22. • Lam. iii. 13. 
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and of the striking contrast betwixt the spiritual state 
of the town and the means of grace with which it is fur- 
nished, and lament that ministers must still appropriate 
Isaiah's mournful complaint, * Who hath believed our 
report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed;'* 
I do not wish to be exempted from my share of crimi- 
nality in not having more faithfully and zealously per- 
formed the office of a watchman for your souls, and in 
not having borne in mind as I ought the solemn words 
of Paul to Timothy, ' I charge thee therefore before 
God, and the Lord Jesus .Christ, who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing, and his kingdom : 
preach the word, be instant in season, out of season, 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doc- 
trine.' But may I not appeal to yourselves, if I have 
not, times without number, exhorted you ' to flee from 
the wrath to come,'^ and set before you Christ Jesus as 
the only ' hiding-place from the wind ;' ^ and may I not 
also appeal to you, if you have complied, — ^if you ever 
thought of complying ; if you did not treat the message 
with indifference, and live on in your sins, heedless of 
the judgments denounced in the word of God against 
sinners ? My conscience will not permit me to divest 
myself of guilt in the matter ; but doe9 this free you ? 
Have you not a master as well as I to whom ' ycm must 
stand or fall?'* And are you prepared with a justifica- 
tion of yourselves when God now enters into judgment 
with you ? 

Do those ruined churches not speak with a stem voice 
to Godless worshippers ? Have not many of you been 
banished from them as a punishment for your continued 
impenitence under gospel ministrations ? How many of 
you listened. Sabbath after Sabbath, to the word of God, 
* Isaiah liU. 1. « Matt. in. 7. • Isaiah xxxii. 2. * Rom. xir. 4. 
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and yet felt it to be no message to you ? So uninterest- 
ing was it to some of you, that you often sought refuge 
from tedium in slumber, and complained of a grievous 
hardship, if the services of the sanctuary were protracted 
for a few minutes beyond the accustomed time. And 
by how many, even of attentive listeners, were admoni- 
tions and exhortations made to furnish a theme for idle 
talk on the Sabbath evening, and then consigned to 
oblivion? How could you be converted and saved? 
How could you in any way be blessed, by such thought- 
less and pro&ne conduct ? How could you expect that 
the ' Searcher of hearts, whose eyes are like unto a 
flame of fire, and his feet like fine brass,' would not 
' give unto every one of you according to your works ?' 
€rod bore long with you, for he has ^ no pleasure in the 
death of a sinner/^ He waited long for ' fruits meet 
for repentance,' but found only barrenness. Long did 
he press the offers of salvation upon you, but experienced 
only neglect or rebellion in return. You were suffered 
to pollute his courts with your unhallowed offerings for 
many a year ; but the time at length came, when he 
would bear no longer with you. ' He came with his 
chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, 
and his rebuke with flames of fire.'^ And have you not 
cause to bless God, that he did not take you away by 
death, seeing he has said, ^ He that being often reproved, 
hardeneth his neck, shall be suddenly destroyed, and that 
without remedy?*^ It might have been said of many 
of us last Lord's day, ' For by fire and by the sword' of 
death, ^ will the Lord plead ; and the slain of the Lord 
shall be many.'^ Thank God that you are in ^ the land 
of the living,' and not in that place ' where his mercy 

^ Ezek. XTiii. 23. ' Isaiah Ixvi. 15. ^ Frov. xxix. 1. 

* Isaiah Ixvi. 16. 
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is clean gone, and where he hath forgotten to he gra- 



cious/^ 



There are many amongst us who seldom eater the 
house of God ; and there are many who, without scru- 
ple, ahsent themselves on every frivolous pretext. Many, 
by their conduct, appear to consider the seventh day 
their own, and not the Lord's. * They do their own 
ways, and find their own pleasure, and speak thdr own 
words on the holy day of the Lord.*^ Family prayer 
is, to a melancholy extent, neglected, to the great guilt 
of parents, and the unspeakable ruin of the young. With 
the exception of the external ordinances and the name of 
Christianity, there are many professing Christians who 
are as truly ignorant of a Saviour, and the way of sal- 
vation, as the heathen ; as ignorant, but ah ! far more 
guilty. The few genuine followers of the Lamb, who 
are ^ the salt of the earth,' and for whose sake Ood spares 
our town, walk like ' the living among the dead.' And 
is not this visitation intended to arouse such careless 
sinners, and to awaken them from the torpor of spiritual 
death, that they may call upon that God whom they 
have so long offended ? It may be the last call to many 
of you ; and if you will not hear it, then may God in 
righteous anger say, * I will mock when your fear ccnneth 
as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirl- 
wind ; when distress and anguish cometh upon you.*^ 

Tliis j udgment has a voice to men of commerce. Qod^ 
my friends, has been speaking to you for some years 
past, in the stagnation of trade, in the straits and em- 
barrassments into which many have been brought, and 
in the consequent want and misery of the labourhig part 
of the population. The sin to wkieh yoa are es^osed, 

' Psalm IxxviL 8, 9. ' Isaiah Mai. 13. ^ Piov. i. 26^ 27. 
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is covetousness, and ^ covetousness is idolatry ;^ a black 
and hateful sin in the sight of Jehovah. *• Woe to him 
that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house, that he 
may set his nest on high, that he may be delivered £rom 
the power of evil/^ At the time of the Reformation, 
many churches, through the undiscriminating zeal of our 
forefathers, were destroyed on account of the idolatrous 
images which they contained ; and had they been able 
thereby, wholly to extirpate the delusions of the Man of 
Sin, we should have held the loss of the churches as but 
the small dust of the balance, compared with the gain of 
sound protestant doctrine and practice. But alas ! the 
worship paid to senseless images, is only transferred by 
many, to the gold and the silver. Many devoted wor- 
shippers of Mammon have seats in the house of God. 
Many who profess to know the ' love of the Father,' 
love the ' world* with all their * heart and soul.* Ought 
not you, my friends, to take the destruction of our holy 
houses of prayer, as a very solemn warning? Your 
commerce has been blighted, and ye have not repented. 
God's hand has now been stretched out on your churches, 
and will ye remain insensible still ? Oh beware, lest 
your plagues be multiplied ! I am not singular in the 
belief that, if this warning is despised, God will speak 
again to us in a way we think not of. His quiver is 
full, and he may send upon us ' the evil arrows of fa« 
mine, which shall be for our destruction ; and he may 
break the staff of bread.'^ He may give pestilential 
disease a commission to destroy ; He may send plague 
upon plague, until our hearts are broken and humbled, 
and we are brought to give him the glory. We have 
long been highly favoured with gospel privileges, and 
we are therefore sinning with our eyes open ; and if God 
* Col. iu. 6. « Hab. ii. 9. « Ezek. r. 16. 
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arise to punish us, * He will be clear when he judges,'^ 
and our 'judgment will be just/^ After all that is 
' come upon us for our evil deeds, and for our great 
trespass, seeing that thou our God hast punished us less 
than our iniquities deserve, and hast given us such de- 
liverance as this, should we again break thy command- 
ments, and join in affinity with the people of these 
abominations ? wouldst thou not be angry with us till 
thou hadst consumed us, so that thsre should be no 
remnant nor escaping?'^ 

There are many other classes that cannot now be ad- 
dressed; but to all we would say. If this judgment- 
looking visitation do not arouse you to serious reflection, 
it will only serve to harden you into deeper and more 
hopeless insensibility. The abused and perverted tokens 
of love, will be turned into a source of greater enmity, 
and more daring rebellion. ' Is not my word like a fire, 
saith the Lord?'* The preaching of the Gospel, the 
addresses delivered to you this day, will either soften 
your hearts like the wax, or harden them like the clay ; 
they will either purify you like the gold, or consume 
you like the dross. They will be either ' the savour of 
life unto life,' or ' of death unto death.'* ' For in my 
jealousy, and in the fire of my wrath have I spoken ; 
surely, in that day, there shall be a great shaking in the 
land of Israel. Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify 
myself, and they shall know that I am the Lord.'^ 

But, my friends, if you ' hear the rod, and Him by 
whom it has been appointed,' and if you turn from the 
evil of your ways, God wiU return to you. He has 
smitten, but he will heal. If this sad calamity have 
the effect of awakening infatuated perishing sinners, we 

» Psalm U. 4. • Rom. iii. 8. » Ezra ix. 18. 

* Jep. xxiii. 29. • 2 Cor. ii. 16. • Ezek. xxxviii. 19, 23. 
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must find another name for it, and call it a blessing in 
disguise. Yes, if one satd be Mved^ if there be rejoicing 
in heaven, over one sinner that has been brought to re~ 
pentance through this solemn event, then well may the 
churches be surrendered. God can put it into the hearts 
of the wealthy, to build others in their stead : ^ the gold 
and the silver are his,'' and, if needful for his glory, he 
can make even ' the vile person liberal, and the churl 
bountiful.'^ If this event be generally sanctified to the 
community, we shall not murmur at the loss of our holy 
and beautiful houses : they were built for the Lord's use, 
and it will then be made apparent to all, that He has 
used them for the kindest and highest purposes. . The 
^ vision' will then speak ' so plain, that he may run that 
readeth it.* Then shall yre know that these words are 
addressed to us : — ' For a small moment have I forsaken 
thee ; but with great mercies wiU I gather thee. In a 
little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment ; but 
with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, 
saith the Lord thy Redeemer. O thou a£3icted, tossed 
with tempest, and not comforted ! behold, I will lay thy 
stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with 
sapphires. And I will make thy windows of agates, 
and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of plea- 
sant stones ; and all thy children shall be taught of the 
Lord ; and great shall be the peace of thy children.'^ 

And now ^ may the Lord make you to increase and 
abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, 
er&x as we do toward you ; to the end, he may establish 
your hearts Hnblameable in ho&iess before God, even 
our Fath^, at the coming of onr Lord Jesus Christ, 
with aU his sacnts.'^ Amen. 

' Hag. ii. 8. ' laaifth xxxii 5. ^ laaiah Uv. 7, 8, 1 1, &c. 

« 1 Thees. iii. 12, 13. 
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NOTE. 

Tlie church was originally founded by David Earl of 
Huntingdon (brother to William the Lion), about the 
year 1194, in consequence, it is said, of a vow made when 
in peril on the coast of Norway. 

During the frequent sieges to which Dundee was sub- 
jected, the church repeatedly sustained great damage. 
In the reign of Edward I., it was twice destroyed by fire; 
and on one of these occasions, a multitude of the inhabit- 
ants, with their mves and children, who had fled for 
refuge into the sanctuary, were barbarously consigned to 
the flames. During the invasion by the Duke of Lancaster 
in 1385, Dundee was a third time laid in ashes, and the 
church destroyed. In the reign of Edward VI., it suffered 
the same fate at the hands of the English, then in possession 
of Broughty Castle. The transept of the church lay un- 
covered till 1588, when it was repaired at the public ex- 
pense. In 1645, during the civil war, the town was 
pillaged and burned by the Marquis of Montrose ; and 
lastly by General Monk, in 1651. 

When entire, the church (which was cruciform) was 
one of the largest and most magnificent in the kingdom. 
The length of the nave was 120 feet, its height 63, its 
breadth 40, and the breadth of each of the aisles 90. The 
length of the choir is 95 feet, its height 54, its breadth 
29, and the breadth of each of its aisles 14^. The length 
of the transept, which had no aisles, is 174 feet, and its 
breadth 44. 



54 

The church was so divided as to accommodate four 
separate congregations. The East Church, or chancel, 
was evidently the oldest part remaining of the original 
structure, though it had heen altered and repaired at 
various times. The Cross Church, or northern part of the 
transept, was fitted up as a Chapel of Ease in 17^9. The 
Steeple Church (originally the nave, and the only one of 
the four which has been spared by the late fire), was re- 
built in 1789, and, together with the Cross, placed on 
the Establishment by the Lords of Council and Session,— * 
See Db Small's Account of Dundee, 
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